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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION 
REQUIREMENT 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Six: 

In an Action mailed May 7 S 2002, the Examiner restricted the subject 
invention into three Groups: 

Group L Claims 1 -8, drawn to a method for determining an unknown 
starting quantity of a target nucleic acid sequence in a test sample, classified in class 435, 
subclass 6, 

Group II. Claims 9-19, drawn to a method for determining an unknown 
starting quantity of a target nucleic acid sequence in a test sample, classified in class 435, 
subclass 6. 

Group III. Claims 20-28, a method for determining an unknown starting 
quantity of a target nucleic acid sequence in a test sample, classified in class 435, 
subclass 6. 

The Examiner asserts that the Inventions are unrelated to each other since 
thay have different method steps. Group II includes a step of normalization, which is not 
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found in Group I. Group II requires the use of an internal control, which Group III does 
not, Group m requires that a second standard be amplified, while Group I does not. 

In response, Applicants hereby elect Group I, claims 1-8, with traverse. 
Applicants respectfully direct the attention of the Examiner to the fact that the current 
application is a division of USSN 09/562,195, in which the Examiner imposed a four- 
way restriction requirement. The current application presents the claims originally 
assigned to Group III in the parent application. The Examiner now seeks to further 
subdivide the invention, when she herself made the original determination that the 
method claims were members of the same Group. Nothing has changed since then. The 
claims are still directed to methods of determining an unknown starting quantity of a 
nucleic acid sequence, all classified in the same subclass. The fact that there are some 
differences in the method steps overlooks the fact that there are many similarities. 
Applicants request reconsideration, withdrawal of the restriction and simultaneous 
examination of all pending claims. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of this application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 

Respectfully submitted, 



William Schmonsees 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 31,796 
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